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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
SAMOA??

• LOCATION : 

sSAMOA lies south 
of the equator, 
about half way 

between Hawaii 
and New Zealand, 
in the Polynesian 

region of the 
Pacific Ocean

• PEOPLE :  

sSAMOAN people are a Polynesian ethic 

group of the Pacific Islands 

Total Population : Almost 200,000

NZ



HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
SAMOA??

CLIMATE : 
sSAMOA’s weather is warm and tropical all 

year round, with two distinct seasons:
Dry Season – May to October

Wet Season – November to April
Average Temperature : 29 oC

FOOD : 

sSAMOAN FOODs are agricultural and fishery 
based diet



SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ORGANISATION OF 
SAMOA (SROS)

• What is SROS?

It is a Samoa Government Public Beneficiary 
Body…Samoa Government Research & Development 

Organisation

• Some of SROS Functions?

• To carry out research and develop technologies..
• Act as a means of liaison between Samoa and other 

countries in matters related to R & D
• Carry out Environment Impact Assessment



• Biological Laboratory

SROS ANALYTICAL SERVICES
Accredited Testing Laboratories - Biological

S

SCOPE of Accreditation
1.11 Foods
Meat, Poultry and derived 
products, Fish and Fish 
Products, other specified 
fresh foods

1.12 Waters
Potable, Effluent and trade 
waste, Marine waters



• Chemistry Laboratory
S

SCOPE of Accreditation
2.31 Foods
Cereals and cereal products, 
edible oils, fats and products, 
nuts, fruits and vegetables, 
sugars and sugar 
confectionery, dairy products, 
meat, poultry and derived 
products, fish and fish 
products

SROS ANALYTICAL SERVICES
Accredited Testing Laboratories - Chemical



SAMOA & MINAMATA CONVENTION ON 
MERCURY



WHAT SAMOA HAS DONE SO FAR TO ACHIEVE ITS 
MINAMATA CONVENTION ON MERCURY OBLIGATIONS

• OPEN THE FIRST SUB REGIONAL MINAMATA 
WORKSHOP FOR PACIFIC ISLANDS (PI)

• MINAMATA INITIAL ASSESSMENT 

• CONTROL IMPORTATION OF MERCURY CONTAINING 
PRODUCTS

• MANAGEMENT OF MERCURY WASTES



• Chemistry Laboratory

MERCURY ANALYSIS AND MONITORING
OPPORTUNITIES

Histamine In house

Mercury USEPA 245.6

S

SAMOA VIA SROS HAS THE 
CAPACITY TO ANALYSIS 
MERCURY IN FOOD AND FOOD 
PROUCTS, CURRENTLY USING 
FOR  FISH AND FISH PRODUCTS 
MERCURY ANALYSIS



MERCURY ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING : 
CHALLENGES

• SAMOA YET TO HAVE ITS FULL CAPACITY TO 
ANALYSIS MERCURY IN OTHER MEDIA

• SAMOA YET TO HAVE A FORMAL MONITORING 
PLAN IN PLACE FOR MERCURY IN ALL MEDIA



SOME MERCURY ANALYSIS RESULTS

IDEA CONSULTANTS, 

INC. AND MOEJ VISIT 

TO SAMOA, 2017



SOME MERCURY ANALYSIS RESULTS

IDEA CONSULTANTS, 

INC. AND MOEJ VISIT 

TO SAMOA, 2017



SOME MERCURY ANALYSIS RESULTS



SOME MERCURY ANALYSIS RESULTS

Year Mercury Level (mg/kg) Stand. 
Dev

2015 0.18 0.06

2016 0.11 0.05

2017 0.27 0.19

• Fish Mercury Analysis



WAY FORWARD!!

• STRENGTHEN NATIONAL CAPACITY ON 
MERCURY MONITORING IN ALL MEDIA

• COLLECT AS MANY COMPARABLE MONITORING DATA 
AS POSSIBLE FOR NATIONAL USE AS WELL AS FOR 
EVALUATION TO ASSESS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 

MINAMATA CONVENTION ON MERCURY  

• TO ASSIST AND PARTICIPATE IN APMMN ACTIVITIES AS 
MUCH AS POSSIBLE



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

THANK YOU FOR THE INVITATION TO ATTEND THIS MEETING

LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR NEXT MEETING


